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Press Release 
 

Feb 8th 2017  
 

Unigestion acquires Akina to create a 6bn USD AUM market leader in global small and mid market 
Private Equity  
 
Unigestion and Akina are pleased to announce today that they have agreed to merge their private equity businesses to create 
a leading specialist in global small and mid-market private equity, which will have 6 bn USD in assets under management 
and 54 dedicated professionals located in Geneva, Zurich, London, New York and Singapore. This expansion demonstrates 
Unigestion’s commitment to building a world-class multi-specialist institutional boutique asset management firm. 
 
The combination brings together two highly complementary private equity platforms with experienced professionals sharing 
the same investment philosophy in the small and mid-market segment. Akina’s renowned expertise in identifying investment 
opportunities in European markets through a high conviction top-down / bottom-up investment process complements 
Unigestion’s global reach and risk management expertise. We firmly believe this will create a uniquely qualified specialist in 
global small and mid-market private equity which will be an even stronger partner for our investors.   
 
The two private equity investment teams will easily blend into one strong group, benefiting from each other’s talent, insights 
and expertise. Christophe de Dardel, Unigestion’s Head of Private Equity and member of the Executive Committee will 
continue in his current role, leading Unigestion’s enhanced Private Equity team.   
 
The combined business will trade under the Unigestion name. There will be no change to the investment strategy of existing 
products of either Unigestion or Akina, but there will be cross-representation on the two private equity investment 
committees.  
 
Following completion, Unigestion’s total assets under management will increase to more than 23 bn USD, of which private 
equity will represent 25%, making it the second largest pillar of its investment offering, alongside equities, alternatives and 
multi asset. 
 
The completion of the transaction is subject to the customary regulatory approvals in the jurisdictions where the group 
operates.  
 
Bernard Sabrier, Chairman of Unigestion, commented: “This is an important strategic milestone in the development of 
Unigestion’s private equity business. It demonstrates our commitment to continually adapt our business to provide our 
investors with the best investment opportunities. 
 
Akina has an exceptionally talented team of specialists with an excellent track record.  By combining the two businesses, we 
are creating a unique proposition with scale in an area of the market that consistently brings value to investors. The 



 

Unigestion SA – Regulated by the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA) – Geneva Office: 8c avenue de Champel – CP 387 – CH-1211 Genève 12  
Zurich Office: Bahnhofstrasse 100, 8001 Zürich, Switzerland  Unigestion (UK) Ltd – Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) – 4 Stratford 
Place London W1C 1AT– UK   Unigestion Asset Management (France) SA – Regulated by the “Autorité des Marchés Financiers” – 12 avenue Matignon – 75008 Paris 
France  Unigestion (US) Ltd – Plaza 10 – Harborside Financial Center – Suite 203 – Jersey City, NJ 07311 – USA   Unigestion Asset Management (Canada) Inc.  
Montreal Office: 1000 De La Gauchetière Ouest – Bureau 2400 – Montréal, QC H3B 4W5 – Canada – Toronto Office: TD Canada Trust Tower – 161 Bay Street, 27th Floor – 
Toronto ON M5J 2S1 – Canada – Unigestion Asset Management (Canada) Inc, (UAMC) with offices in Toronto and Montreal is regulated in Canada by the securities 
regulatory authorities in the following provinces where it carries on business: Ontario, Quebec; Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and British 
Columbia. Its principal regulator is the Ontario Securities Commission.  Unigestion Asia Pte Ltd – Regulated in Singapore by the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS), 
as Capital Market Services license holder under the Securities and Futures Act. – 152 Beach Road Suite #23-05/06 – The Gateway East – Singapore 189721 – Singapore 

transaction almost doubles our assets under management in private equity, adds investment leadership in the European 
small and mid-cap segment and extends our institutional client base, in particular in the United States. 
 
We are delighted to welcome the Akina team into Unigestion and we look forward to working together to ensure that all of 
our clients benefit from this merger.” 
 
Christopher Bödtker, Managing Partner of Akina, commented: “Joining forces with Unigestion is the perfect next step 
for our business and our clients. With greater scale and deeper resources we will have a really exciting proposition in global 
small to mid-market private equity, which we are more passionate than ever about developing. We look forward to a bright 
future together.”   

 
-ENDS- 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
About Unigestion  
Unigestion is a boutique asset manager with the scale to deliver global, tailor-made investment solutions for its investors.  
 
The company manages US$21bn of client assets across four areas of expertise: equity, multi asset investing, private equity 
and alternatives.  It has over 200 employees operating in more than 20 countries across Europe, North America and Asia. 
 
As a privately-owned business with the majority of the equity controlled by senior management, Unigestion has the 
independence to take a long-term perspective and stay true to its convictions to the benefit of clients. 
 
Unigestion was advised by Fenchurch Advisory Partners on this transaction. 
 
About Akina 
Founded in 1998 and based in Zurich, Akina advises and manages funds of funds and direct investment programs invested in 
small and mid-sized companies in Europe.   
 
Akina currently manages US$2.6 billion on behalf of a broad range of institutional investors and family offices.  Akina’s 
clients are primarily based in Europe and the United States, complemented by  some important accounts in the Middle East 
and Australasia.   
 
The company was awarded “Best SME European Private Equity Firm – Switzerland” by International Fund Awards 2016 and 
Gold Award in the category: "Best LP, Regional Strategy" at the Private Equity Exchange & Awards at the end of 2016. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Lynn Pattinson Unigestion   +41 (0) 22 704 44 57  
Katie Reading Lansons +44 (0) 20 7566 9703 
kathariner@lansons.com 
 
For additional information, please consult our website: www.unigestion.com or send us your questions by email at 
pressrelations@unigestion.com 


